
Colombia
Cayuga Bird CluB
November 7-15, 2020

Program HigHligHts

HigH intensity! 
This program is for serious 
birders. Expect at least 6-8 
hours of birding each day.

holbrook.travel/cayuga-co20

With over 1,900 avian species—more than any 
other country in the world—Colombia is a birder’s 
paradise waiting to be discovered. This 9-day program 
focuses on the highlights of the Central Andes region, 
famed for its high level of species diversity, including 
Chingaza National Park, Nevado del Ruiz, Rio 
Blanco Reserve, and Otún Quimbaya Flora and 
Fauna Sanctuary. Explore high elevation mountains, 
humid tropical forest, páramo, wetlands, and highland 
savanna habitats in search of an array of tropical 
avifauna, including flycatchers, hummingbirds, 
tanagers, toucans, and more. Throughout your journey, 
meet members of the local community and learn about 
conservation efforts to use birding as a sustainable 
development resource.

•	 Seek out a variety of Colombia’s rare and endemic 

species, such as the red-bellied grackle, White-mantled 

Barbet, magdalena antbird, and Buffy Helmetcrest.

•	 Spend time interacting with community members who are 

part of audubon’s international alliance guide training 

program.      

•	 Enjoy impressive views of the Nevado del ruíz  Volcano 

while exploring high-elevation páramo habitat, with the 

possibility of seeing the andean Condor.

•	 Watch the antpitta feeders in rio Blanco Natural reserve, 

which draw mixed flocks in high numbers.

•	 Hike the forest paths of otún Quimbaya Flora and Fauna 

Sanctuary by night for the chance to see a variety of owls, 

including the endemic Colombian Screech-owl.



tangible, positive effect of conservation in a landscape otherwise 
heavily impacted by human use. Some interesting birds on the 
checklist for today include Cauca Guan, Chestnut Wood-Quail, 
Multicolored Tanager, Stiles’s Tapaculo, Hooded Antpitta, 
Moustached Antpitta, and many more. Otún is very good for 
owling, so this evening you’ll have the opportunity to explore the 
reserve at night. Central Andes- (5,245 - 7,300 Feet - temperature 
55 - 70 °F) Overnight at the Lodge at Otún Quimbaya. (BLD)

november 11 - santa rosa de cabal
This morning go birding in Otún Quimbaya National Park and 
along the Otún River, before visiting the Camedegua Reserve’s 
lowland wetlands to see some aquatic species. This afternoon 
journey to Santa Rosa de Cabal.  Have dinner and overnight in 
the beautiful Hacienda Santa Clara. Santa Rosa de Cabal: 5,581 
ft. elevation. Overnight at Hacienda Santa Clara. (BLD)

november 12 - santa rosa de cabal
Today, visit the cloud forest in La Finca El Cortaderal near Santa 
Rosa de Cabal municipality, where a population of critically 
endangered Fuertes’s Parrot was discovered. This afternoon is  
at leisure or free for optional  birding around the lodge’s trails, 
situated in the Andean secondary forest. Overnight at Hacienda 
Santa Clara. (BLD)

november 13 - manizales
Today begins with a trip to La Romelia Reserve, considered a 
top-rate spot by birders who also are looking for different cultural 
experiences. Go hiking through various trails in the orange 
groves along the forest’s edge -- a spectacular breakfast awaits you 
mid-way through the journey! Birding guides, also knowledgeable 
in orchids, are ready to show you the various spots on the trail 
best for viewing. Approximately 188 species of birds have been 
found here, including hummers such as White-necked Jacobin, 
Green Hermit, Black-throated Mango, Western Emerald, Steely-
vented and Rufous-tailed hummingbird, while in the orange trees 
you may find the Ultramarine Grosbeak and the Orange-bellied 
Euphonia. In the guadua (bamboo) thickets it’s possible to spot 
the Speckle-breasted Wren and the Jet Antbird. Continue to 
Tinamu Reserve, where Audubon International Alliance program 
hosts a guide training program in support of bird-based tourism. 
A local community member will share this story in Spanish with 
translation provided by the group leader. Check in and then enjoy 
hiking on the lodge trails. Manizales: 6,913 ft. elevation Overnight 
at Tinamu Lodge. (BLD)

november 14 - manizales
Rise very early this morning and travel two hours for birding in 
the high elevations (13,100 ft.) of Los Nevados National Park 

november 7 - bogotá
Upon arrival in Bogotá transfer to the hotel for program 
orientation and meet your guide, followed by a welcome dinner. 
Overnight at Hilton Garden Inn. (D)

november 8 - bogotá
Rise early this morning for birding in the Chingaza National Park, 
a large mountainous area in the highlands of the Eastern Andes. 
The habitat consists of montane cloud forest, high elevation lakes, 
and specialized páramo covered by a vast expanse of frailejones. 
The key target for today is the threatened and endemic Green-
bearded Helmetcrest, a hardy little hummingbird with a spiky 
crest that feeds on the flowers of frailejones (a type of perennial 
subshrub in the sunflower family, and a staple of the páramo 
ecosystem). Have both breakfast and lunch in the field, allowing 
us to focus on birding in the elfin forest of this enormous national 
treasure. Birding will be done primarily along the main access 
road. About 28 km from Bogotá the road traverses temperate scrub 
mixed with Chusquea bamboo. This habitat is home to Bronze-
tailed Thornbill, Longuemare’s Sunangel, Coppery-bellied Puffleg, 
and Rufous-browed Conebill, all near endemics found only in 
the highlands of Colombia and Venezuela. In the afternoon visit 
La Calera Hummingbird Garden, situated in the cloud forest, in 
search of some great species of hummingbird including Sword-
billed Hummingbird, Glowing Puffleg, Black-tailed and Green-
tailed Trainbearer and more. Eastern Andes - western slope: 4,265 
- 8,530 ft. elevation / 53.6 - 77 °F.  Overnight at Hilton Garden 
Inn. (BLD)

november 9 - otÚn Quimbaya sanctuary
After breakfast visit La Florida Park, a wetland ecosystem in 
Bogotá, where you’ll have the chance to see some important 
highland savanna species, such as the Bogotá Rail, Apolinar’s 
Wren, Silvery-throated Spinetail, Noble Snipe, Subtropical 
Doradito, and more. Afterward, return to the airport for the flight 
to Pereira. Upon arrival transfer to Otún-Quimbaya National 
Park. Dinner at the hotel this evening. Pereira: 4,629 ft. elevation. 
Overnight at Lodge at Otún Quimbaya. (BLD)

november 10 - otÚn Quimbaya sanctuary
Today will be spent birding in the Otún Quimbaya Fauna and 
Flora Sanctuary, home to some very important and rare birds. 
The Yarumo Blanco, comprised of local community members, 
manage the park. Founded in 1996 with the express purpose of 
conserving part of the sub-Andean cloud forest.  This preserve is a 

Bld = BrEakFaST, luNCH, diNNEr

itinerary



laNd Pricing

$3,450  (based on 10 participants)

Cost includes meals and non-alcoholic beverages, 
accommodations, and activities as indicated in the itinerary, 
internal flights, private transportation, bottled water on the 
bus, full-time guide, carbon offset, and departure tax.

Does not include international airfare, gratuities, or items of a 
personal nature. 

Cost is based on double occupancy; single occupancy available at 
an additional $175 per person. A $200 per person deposit and 
enrollment form are required to reserve your space on the trip. This 
deposit is refundable excluding a $100 cancellation fee until August 
4, 2020 at which time non-refundable final payment is due. 

THE fine Print

(Nevado del Ruiz), an incredible páramo in the central Andes with 
many special birds and stunning landscapes. Spend time enjoying 
the hummingbirds at the feeders of “termales.” and be on the 
lookout for Buffy Helmetcrest, Rufous-fronted Parakeet, Black-
thighed Puffleg, Golden-breasted Puffleg, Crescent-faced Antpitta, 
Black-backed Bush-Tanager, Andean Condor, Andean Duck, and 
others. Later this afternoon, head back to Manizales. Los Nevados: 
10,830 - 13,450 ft. elevation  Overnight at Tinamu Lodge. (BLD) 

november 15 - farewell
Spend the morning birding in Rio Blanco Natural Reserve, 
taking in the mixed flocks utilizing the antpitta feeders in this 
humid tropical forest of the Magdalena Valley. The Rio Blanco 
Reserve is an IBA (Important Birding Area) that is owned by 
Aguas de Manizales, the local water company for the nearby city 
of Manizales. The reserve is home to more than 450 species and 
is considered to be one of the top five birding sites on the planet. 
While here, you may encounter see Brown-banded Antpitta, 
Bicolored Antpitta, Agile Tit-Tyrant, Rusty-faced Parrot, Chestnut-
crowned Antpitta Slate-crowned Antpitta, Undulated Antpitta, 
Chestnut-naped Antpitta, Dusky Piha, and other species. In the 
afternoon return to Pereira for the flight to Bogotá to connect with 
your international flight home. (BL)

TraVEl Protection

Holbrook Travel purchases Travel Protection on behalf of all 
participants traveling in 2018 or beyond. These plans help 
provide coverage once the trip has departed and offer benefits 
for Baggage/Personal Effects, Accident & Sickness Medical 
Expenses, Emergency Evacuation and more. 

Optional additional coverage is available in the form of the 
Group Deluxe Plan, which offers benefits for Trip Cancellation/
Interruption, in addition to many other insurance benefits and 
non-insurance assistance services. If interested in this optional 
plan, we can provide you with rates and plan details.

mEET your leaDer
Jody Enck started birding as a small 
boy growing up on a farm in Pennsyl-
vania. Since then, he continues to learn 
more and more about birds and bird-
ers.  Jody especially loves bird-watching 
in his back yard and learning what the 
local residents are up to.  He is a closet 
lister, with more than 500 

species seen in the U.S. and nearly 1,200 throughout the 
Americas. He has a background in wildlife biology and social 
science. In 2016, he founded the Sister Bird Club Network, 
which links birders and clubs throughout the Western Hemi-
sphere by raising awareness of the conservation needs of the 
neotropical migratory birds we all love. 



for More inforMation or To ENroll

Visit holbrook.travel/cayuga-co20  or contact Jen Hajj at 
jenhajj@holbrooktravel.com or 800-451-7111 
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